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“My eyes had never before beheld such beauty
in a mountain stream. The water was almost as
tfransparent as the air...If | were a trout,
| would ascend every stream till | found
the Rondouit, it is the ideal brook.”
—John Burroughs, 19th Century Naturalist

Photo courtesy of Hartwick College, Stevens-German Library.

The Munsee, the “Totem Wolf Clan” of the
Lenape people, who originally inhabited the
watershed, called the creek Kahaksink, “place
of wild geese.” In the 1600s it was given its
current name for the redoubt, or fort (reduyt

in Dutch), near the mouth of the creek.

The Rondout Creek became economically
important in the 19th Centfury when the
Delaware & Hudson (D&H) Canal was built
to carry coal from Pennsylvania to NYC.
The canal ran alongside the creek to
Kingston. Today the Rondout is part of
NYC's drinking water supply, and it is noted
for its biological diversity, fishing, boating,
and other recreational activities.
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OUR MISSION

The Rondout Creek Watershed Alliance (RCWA)
was founded fo restore the Rondout Creek
(Kahaksink) and its tributaries, to act as the

voice of the creek, and to advocate for the
protection and improvement of the watershed
by increasing community awareness and
implementing collaborative conservation efforts.

Healthy, natural systems act as green
infrastructure, supplying services that support
life. They help purify drinking water, control
floodwaters, replenish aquifers, pollinate
crops, and create fertile soil. They also
provide opportunities for outdoor recreation,
environmental education and research,

and help us adapt to a changing climate.

For all of the beauty throughout the watershed,
the water quality is consistently compromised.
Learn what you can do to help. Please visit us
at RondoutCreekWatershedAlliance.org or

like us on Facebook.

RCW,

Rondout Creek
Watershed Alliance
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Rondout Creek Watershed
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